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26TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

H.E. M. Huhtala reciving token of appreciation from Presideni

ABOUT 315 people attended the
Harvard Business School Alumni
Club of  Malaysia's 26"
Anniversary Dinner which was
held on July 19 at the Diamond
Ballroom, Mandarin  Oriental
Hotel, Kuala Lumpur.

CGuest-of-Honour H.E Marie T
Huhtala, The US Ambassador to
Malaysia delivered a speech on
"The Threat of HIV/AIDS: What
Business Can Do". (The text of
her speech is carried in this
newsletter.)

Alumni President Raja
Sharifuddin Abidin had earlier
given the welcome address,
tollowed by Tan Sn G
Gnanalingam who spoke on
behalf of the Past-Presidents and
also doubled up as the master of
CEremony. Tan Sri

Gnanalingam's presentation
leading to the introduction of the
guest speaker sent the audience
into fits of laughter.

The evening ended with an
entertaining  performance  from
Leonard Tan and his musicians.

Others present at the dinner
included Past-Presidents Dato
Sulaiman  Abdullah, Tan Sn
Abdul Aziz A Rahman, Dato
Mustapha Md Ali, Mr. Ng Sing
Hwa, Dato Ng Cheng Cheng
Kwai, Dato Alladin Hashim, En.
Nizar Idris, Prof Sved
Almohdzar and Mrs Lilian Too.

Tan S Lin See Yan., President
of the Harvard Club of Malaysia,
and his Executive Committee
Members were also at the dinner
as guests of the HBSACM.
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DATO SULAIMAN ABDULLAH

"I "had the choice of
pursuing a PhD as part of
the EPU staff training
programme but opted for the
shorter but much more
market-oriented AMP as the
programme exposed me to
new fields of knowledge
beyond economics."

"We should not reinvent the

wheel but must move
forward, stick to our core
activities and take action
with speed and firmness. No
need to dilly dally less we
miss out on opportunities."

HBSACM founding-president and
Negri  Sembilan-born  Dato
Sulaiman Abdullah had served the
country in many capacities.

He joined the civil service in 1959
upon  graduating  from  the
University of Malaya (Singapore)
with an Honours Degree in
Economics. He had worked in the
Federal Treasury, Negni Sembilan
Statc  Secretariat and  the
Economic Planning Unit.

He went to Harvard twice, the
first ttme mm 1964 when he
obtained his Masters in Public
Administration (Economic
Development) and the second
time in 1973 for the Advanced
Management Programme.

He served MISC as Executive
Deputy Chairman, Pernas as
Group  Vice-President  and
Chairman and was a director of a
few companies associated with
MISC and Pemnas

He was also closely linked with
the educational institutions in the
country having sat on the council
of Universiti Pertanian Malaysia,
MARA and National Institute for
Scientific and Industrial Research,
to name a few.

When asked what spurred him to
form the HBSACM in 1976, he
said: i [ was the second Malaysian,
after a long while, to have entered
the  Advanced Management
Programme (AMP), the first being
the Chief Justice of Singapore,
Yong Pang How, when he was
with MSA,

"I had the choice of pursuing a
PhD as part of the EPU staft
training programme but opted for
the shorter but much more
market-oriented AMP as the
programme exposed me to new
fields of knowledge beyond
economics.”

"When I returned, | recommended
to the PSD to send more officers
to the programme, -especially
those dealing with finance and
development corporations, so that
they can manage their idle
resources more effectively.”

"As the numbers of staff with the
required knowledge grew I
thought that a club of like-minded
people will help to further
advance knowledge to a lot more
middle-level staff and we could
organize courses locally. Thatis
how the club was formed.”

Asked what was his wish for the
club since letting go of the
Presidency 25 vears ago, he
replied: "We should not reinvent
the wheel but must move forward,
stick to our core activities and
take action with speed and
firmness. No need to dilly dally
less we miss out on
opportunities.”

He retired as Executive Deputy
Chairman of Perbadanan Nasional
Shipping Line in 1995 on
reaching 65 vyears old and
continues to enjoy golf, playing to
a handicap of 20, and spending
time with Datin Ainon, their
children and grand children,
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THE THREAT OF HIV/AIDS:
WHAT BUSINESSES CAN DO

Address by
Ambassador Marie
T. Huhtala
to the Harvard
Business School
Alumni Club of
Malaysia
Mandarin Oriental
Hotel
July 19, 2003

Thank you so much for the kind invitation
to address you this evening. The
organizers told me | could speak about
any topic [ chose. 1decided to take them
at their word, and | have chosen a subject
of great importance to us all. [ want to
spend a few moments discussing the great
threat to Malaysia, and the entire Asia-
Pacific region, posed by HIV/AIDS.

We know that HIV/AIDS has had a
devastating effect on the nations of sub-
Saharan Africa, where nearly 30 million
persons are living with HIV/AIDS, 58
percent of them women. We have seen
the collapse of African national
economies, the health systems completely
overwhelmed, the heartbreaking number
of children omphaned by AIDS.  And
many of us have come to the conclusion
that the AIDS epidemic primarily affects
underdeveloped regions like Africa, that it
i5 unlikely to hit our own region with
similar force.

Well, earlier this month [ attended a
conference in Bangkok on HIV/AIDS for
US Ambassadors posted to this region,
What | leamed there, frankly, shocked
me, 1 realized how important it is for all
of us to think about this issue and
especially to focus on what we can do to
avoid repeating the dreadful experience of
African countries.

It turns out that the Asia-Pacific region is
home to more people living with
HIV/AIDS than any other region besides
sub-Saharan Africa.  An estimated 7.2
million people in this region were infected
as of the end of 2002, out of a world-wide
total of 42 million. That means 1 in 6
sufferers are in Asia. Moreover, that
number is rising rapidly. Nearly a million
adults and children in Asia were infected
in the year 2001, and 490,000 people
died. About 2.1 million voung people

{aged 15-24) are living with HIV/AIDS in
this region.

It is estimated that an additional 45
million people worldwide will become
infected with HIV between now and 2010,
More than 40% of these infections are
expected to occur in Asia and the Pacific,
double the current rate. Combined, China
and India are expected to have, by 2010,
more people living with HIVAIDS than
currently live in all of sub-Saharan Africa,
and India will surpass South Africa as the
country having the most people living
with HIV/AIDS.

China, which has one-fifth of the world's
population, saw a 64% rise in HIV
infections in 2000, By the middle of 2002
official estimates put the number of
people living with AIDS in China at |
million, and the epidemic there shows no
sign  of abating, Unless  effective
responses rapidly take hold, a total of 10
million Chinese will have acquired HIV
by the end of this decade, a number
equivalent to the entire population of
Belgium,

Last year India had nearly 4 million
people living with HIV/AIDS, the second-
highest figure in the world, after South
Africa. In some regions of India more
than 1% of women attending prenatal
clinics were found to be infected. One
percent may not sound like much, until
vou realize the population of India is over
| billion 45 million. Morcover, the
epidemic was spreading rapidly into the
general population.

Indonesia, the world's fourth-most
populous country, is an example of how
quickly an AIDS epidemic can spread.
After more than 10 vears of negligible
HIV prevalence, infection rates began
shooting up in 2001. At one dmug
treatment  center  in Jakarta, HIV






